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Reading The Catcher in the Rye in Terms of Metarepresentation
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I wasn’t too crazy about her, but I'd known her for years. I used to think she was
quite intelligent, in my stupidity. The reason I did was because she knew quite a lot
about the theatre and plays and literature and all that stuff. If somebody knows
quite a lot about those things, it takes you quite a while to find out whether they're
really stupid or not. It took me years to find it out, in old Sally’s case. I think I'd
have found it out a lot sooner if we hadn’t necked so damn much. (137-138)
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I probably wouldn’t’'ve taken her even if she’d wanted to go with me. She wouldn’t
have been anybody to go with. The terrible part, though, is that I meant it when I
asked her. That’s the terrible part. I swear to God I'm a madman. (174)
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“I said I'm not going back to school. You can do what you want to do, but I'm
not going back to school,” she said. “So shut up.” It was the first time she ever
told me to shut up. It sounded terrible. God, it sounded terrible. It sounded worse
than swearing. (269)
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(1) Holden is the catcher in the rye. (x—VT 7 A ZMOFZANTH 3)
(2) Holden is caught in the rye. (xF—NVT > 1E T4 EHICHZ SN TV 3)
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(1) Holden wishes that he were the catcher in the rye. ((K—VT VIZEHOSN T A F
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